
 
 

URGENT APPEAL FOR THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
OF ITS CHAIRPERSON, KHURRAM PARVEZ 

 
 
Khurram Parvez, Chairperson of the Asian Federation Against Involuntary 
Disappearances (AFAD) and a staunch human rights defender in the disputed state of 
Jammu and Kashmir was arrested yesterday night in his family’s residence in Srinagar.  
Parvez’s relatives said that the police simply went to his home, with no warrant, nor 
stating the reasons for his arrest, and asked him to accompany them to the police 
station. Earlier that night, Parvez had received a call from the Kothibagh Police station 
and had been asked to “visit” the station as they wanted to talk to him.  
 
This unlawful and arbitrary arrest comes two days after Parvez was barred by 
immigration authorities in Delhi airport from boarding his flight to Geneva to attend the 
UN Human Rights Council’s 33rd Session.  
 
India, as a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), is 
under very precise obligations concerning deprivation of liberty; in particular, Article 
9(1) provides that “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be 
deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by 
law.”  Moreover, Article 9(2) states that anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the 
time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest.  
 
The procedures followed for Parvez’s arrest clearly violate these provisions, making it an 
arbitrary and unlawful act which must be put to an end immediately. Such blatant 
violation of Parvez’s human rights is aggravated by the fact that he has not yet been 
granted access to a lawyer.  
 
The Asian Federation Against Enforced Disappearances (AFAD) strongly believes that 
the arrest is part of the Indian government’s strategy to repress and silence human rights 
defenders in Jammu & Kashmir. Parvez is among the human rights defenders that are at 
the forefront of the struggle against enforced disappearances and other gross human 
rights violations being committed by the Indian government against the people of 
Jammu & Kashmir. He is very vocal in condemning the recent spate of Indian military-
perpetrated violence in J&K where about eleven thousand Kashmiris, including women 
and children, were injured by bullets and pellets, and which left more than eighty people 
dead.  
 
AFAD urges the Indian government to immediately release Parvez and to stop harassing 
him as well as other human rights defenders. This crackdown on human rights defenders 
is inexcusable.  AFAD likewise calls on the Indian government to put an end to all the 
human rights violations committed in Kashmir. It is indeed the biggest of ironies how 



the world’s largest democracy can have within it the world’s most highly-militarized 
region.  
 
On the first day of the UN Human Rights Council, the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, in his speech before the 33rd session of the UN Human Rights Council 
in Geneva, urged the Governments of India and Pakistan to invite teams from his office 
to visit both sides of the line of control, both the India-Administered Jammu and 
Kashmir and Pakistan Administered Kashmir  due to the Indian authorities’ excessive 
use of force against the civilian population.   
 
“ We further received conflicting narratives from the two sides as the cause for the  confrontations and the 
reported large numbers of people killed and wounded. I believe an independent, impartial and 
international mission is now needed crucially and that it should be given free and complete access to 
establish an objective assessment of the claims made by the two sides. I received last Friday a letter from 
the Government of Pakistan formally inviting an OHCHR team to the Pakistani side of the line of 
control, butin tandem with a mission tothe Indian side. I have yet to receive a formal letter from the 
Government of India. I therefore request here and publicly, from the two Governments, access that is 
unconditional to both sides of the line of control.” 
 
It is time the Indian government steps up and takes its human rights obligations 
seriously especially so that it is due for Universal Periodic Review by the UN Human 
Rights Council in May 2017.   
 
RELEASE KHURRAM PARVEZ NOW! 
 
 
 
Signed by: 
 

 
 MARY AILEEN D. BACALSO 

Secretary-General 
 


